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Holtville M.D.: Getting to
Know Dr. Vlncent Soun

Dr. Vincent Soun (standing, right) examines Olga
Gutierrez while her husbhand, Carlos, looks on recently at
Sarin & Tao Family Medical Clinic Inc., 529 Pine Ave, in

Holtville. ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO
like that of Dr. Vincent V. Soun.
BY ELIZABETH VILLA What he brings in big-time

A close-knit community like
Holtville is formmate to have a
local physician among it: ranks,
especially one with a pedigree

accomplishments and experience,
though, is made more mmpressive
by some of his small-town touch-
es, like being able to wisit his
office without an appointment or

the fact that he makes house calls

"My daughter was very ill."
said Rosie Allegranza. Holtville
Chamber of Commerce manager.
"We just walked in and didn't
have an appointment. He was
really nice and welcomed us and
took us right in (He) did lsb
work and put (my daughter) on
an IV, and she is feeling so
nmuch better now."

Allegranza said her husband
also went into Soun's office for a
COVID-109 test.

Soun even offers home visits
for Medicare patients, which is
unheard of these days.

"I have interacted (on a) one-
on-one level with Dr. Soun, and I
can say that be gemunely cares
for the patient's health" Anuj
Shukla, owner and pharmacist at
Parkers Pharmacy, said of the
physician. "From my pomnt of
view, he is very friendly, very
helpful all the ome and so is hus
staff.”

Located at 529 Pine Ave.,
Soun speaks English and
Cambodian fluendy. His Spamish
is not as fluent. so his Spanish-
speaking staff assists as neces-
sary. He sees patients from age 5
on up. The doctor has offered his

medical services at the clinic for
more than two years, offering
diverse services such as compre-
hensive medical exams, lab work.
wound care, sports physicals and
beyond. In addition, the clinic is
also @ COVID-19 testing center
"My cwrent clinic is called
Sarin & Tao Family Medical
Clinic Inc..” Soun said "Ttis a
private solo clinic that I started

Continued on page 5
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Dr. Sotnt.....uucessveisseenennn from page one

about two years ago in Holtville in
honor of my beloved pareats,
mother, Sarin Hang and father,
Tao Soun. Both of my parents
passed away two years ago in
12018," he said.

Soun's mother died at age 69
from lung cancer and his father,
who was 79, died two months
later.

Additionally, Soun said he
works closely with doctors in
|areas from cancer management,
post-stroke management and a
variety of services.

"T work with a lot of special-
ists in the Valley as well as Yuma,
San Diego, and Palm Springs." he
said.

A patient of Soun for several
years now, Ima Gutierrez was
involved in a car accident in 2014.

"I was referred to Dr. Soun in
Brawley, and from there on I
loved his demeanor, his bedside
manner, how he explained every-
thing, and his follow-up," she
said.

"He did everything so thor-
oughly. Now a days. doctors are in
|and out like a drive-through thing.
With Dr. Soun, he shows you that
he cares and wants to know your

concerns,” Gutierrez said.

"My husband, Karlo, also vis-
ited him " she explained '"Dr.
Soun told my busband that his
mumor was probably cancerous.
Had he not seen it, reacted quick-
1y, and ordered x-rays and referred
him to a San Diego specialist, my
husband may not have been here
today."

Soun's Migration to the
United States

Soon was bom in
Battambang, Cambodia, to a fam-
ily of eight children where he was
middle fourth child.

"At about 4 years old, our
family escaped the Khmer Rouge
(a communist political group)
killing fields in Cambodia to live
in a refugee camp along the
Thailand-Cambodian border from
1979 to 1984." he said.

"At that time, I was first
exposed to medicine through the
works of Western volunteer med-
ical doctors treating the refugees
there," Soun explained. "They
helped meat me and my family
with many medical ailments while
living as a refugee. It inspired me.

“In 1984, after five years liv-
ing in a refugee camp, our entire

To honor his mother and father who died mm 2018, Dr.
Vincent V. Soun dedicated his private clinic to Sarin & Tao
Family Medical Clinic Inc. at 529 Pine Ave,, Holtville, in
their names. | ELIZABETH VILLA

family got sponmsored by a
Mormon family through their
church organization in Utah " he
said, explaining he was 9 years
old when he came to the United
States.

"Around 1987, we left Utah
for California to pursue our edu-
cation," Soun noted. "It is Orange
County, California, where I began
my long-term education from
grade school, jumior high high
school and then college.”

"At that ame I did not know
that medicine was going to be my
calling " he said.

Soun attended California State
University Fullerton for about six
years, from 1992 to 1996, study-
ing and majoring in different
fields, including science/chem-
Istry, mmsic, computer science,
math, and physical education.

"I only realized that medicine
was my true calling when Iwas a
junior at CSUF studying bio-
chemistry. That is what inspired
me to pursue medicine officially.
Through biochemistry, I realized
the direct connection between sci-
ence and medicine, how it impacts
the human body.”

After college and before start-
ing medical school, Soun attended
State University of New York at
Albany School of Public Health,
majoring in epidemiology from
2002-2003.

"After I received my epidemi-
ology degree,” Soun said, "I
worked with the New York State
Public Health (Department) as
one of their medical investizators
in their zoonotic program focus-
inz on West Nile disease eut-
breaks. I worked there from 2003-
2005 before attending medical
school in 2005.

"I applied for medical school
and got accepted to several med-
ical schools. Evenmally I decided
on Ross University School of
Medicine," he said.

All of his clinical traming was
done in New York City and
Chicago, two of the main epicen-
ters of medical training in the
United States, he szid After med-
ical school, he underwent
advanced residency ftraining in
Chicago with the Adventist
Hinsdale Family Medicine
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Vanessa Ramirez (left), certified medical assistant and cer-
tified phlebotomist, and Dr. Vincent V. Soun speak at
Soun's Sarin & Tao Family Medical Chnic Inc., 529 Pine
Ave., Holtville. | ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO

Residency Program from Tuly
2011 to June 2014.

"I was completely focused and
consumed on becoming a family
doctor,” Soun said. "T liked diver-
sity in family medicine - not im-
ited to one aspect of medicine -
the whole family.

"I was recruited by Pioneer
Memonal Health(care) District
while T was stll in residency.
After completion of my residency,
I relocated to Impenal County to
begin my family medicine work.
Evenmally, I began my solo prac-
tice in Holtville in January 2018,"
he said. "T was looking for & rural-
type program where I can make
more sigmificant impact on serv-
ing the underservedunderpnvi-
leged population. I love the 'slow-
ness and the quiemess' of this
rural setting as well"

Things to Know About Soun

One pnvate thing that not
many people know about Soun is
that he has been a martial arast for
more than 20 years.

"I was a marnal artist before I
was a physician " he said. "I cur-
rently hold a third-degree black
belt in Shotokan karate, and I am
a practitioner of Jeet Kune Do
martal art (the style founded by
Bruce Lee)."

While pursuing his medical
residency, Soun was recruited to
the Ammy and served his couny

and continues to serve through the
U.S. Ay Reserve.

*T am a mulitary officer with a
rank of a major in United States
Amy Reserve. Iam also a soldier’
and also serve as a medical doc-
tor,” he explained.

Every month Soun goes to his
reserve unit in San Diego, training
and serving alongside other sol-
diers. "T was recently stationed at
Fort Hunter Liggett (in Jolon),
and before that, I was stationed at
Fort Bliss (Texas)." he said.

Soun has volunteered his tme:
in the past as a team doctor for the
Holtville High School football
team. He also offered scholar-
ships to the high schools of

“T have always been interested
in family medicine because of
diversity of medical diseases and
being able to treat the whole fam-
ily members. I love this challeng-
ing work of being a family medi-
cine physician.”

Among his medical services
and many accomplishments, he is
an officially designated "civil sur-
geon" by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security and US.
Immigration and Namralizaton
Center.

Additionally, Soun is a med-
ical examiner for the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety
Administration and also for the

Deparment of Transportation.






